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CPDD 2006, the 68th annual scientific meeting of the College, was by far our largest meeting ever.  There were

1,445 registered attendees, coming from 54 countries or territories.  After the U.S., the largest contingents traveled

all the way from Australia (26), and Japan (20).  The next highest representation was from Sweden (16), Canada

(15), Germany (15), Spain (15), Brazil (12), Israel (11), and Mexico (10).  There were 1,381 scientific registrants, of

which 375 were members, including student members.  Student non-members numbered 220.

Welcome Reception

A welcome reception on the Hacienda Plaza on Saturday evening, June 17, opened the meeting with munchies,

mariachis, and misters to cool off the crowd [photos # 1-5].

1 2 3

4 5



9 10 11

6 7 8

Plenary Session

The packed scientific program began Sunday morning with the Plenary session.  Following a welcome by

President Kathryn Cunningham [# 6], Nora Volkow [# 7], Director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse,

addressed the attendees. Next came the presentation of CPDD Awards. First up was the Distinguished Service

Award given to Richard Eisenberg and Jonathan Kamien, for their outstanding contributions in bringing CPDD

into the electronic age [# 8]. The Media Award was then presented to Harvey Weiss, Executive Director of the

National Inhalant Prevention Coalition, by Media Relations Committee Chair, Marc Kaufman [# 9]. Jim Anthony

received this year’s Mentorship Award, which was presented by former student, Howard Chilcoat [# 10]. The

Michael Morrison Award for scientific administration was presented to Joseph Frascella by Linda Porrino [# 11],

and the Joseph Cochin Young Investigator Award to R. Christopher Pierce by Conan Kornetsky [# 12]. Finally,

the coveted Nathan B. Eddy Award for excellence in drug abuse research was presented to F. Ivy Carroll, who

gave the award lecture [# 13].



12

Marian W. Fischman Memorial Award

On Monday morning, the Marian W. Fischman Memorial Award for an outstanding female scientist was

presented to Linda Dykstra by Steve Holtzman ([# 14],  and Dr. Dykstra’s award lecture followed the presentation.

13

14

Plenary Session (Cont.)



Past-Presidents and Eddy Award Winners

A reception Monday evening was hosted by Kathryn Cunningham in honor of the Past-Presidents and Eddy Award

winners [# 15-21].
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Poster Sessions

To satisfy our hunger for knowledge as well as for food, the first of 4 lunchtime poster sessions in the air-

conditioned Pavilion tent began following the Sunday morning plenary. From Sunday through Wednesday, 701

posters were presented and 3500 luncheons consumed [# 22-36] There were also 28 oral communication

sessions, 13 symposia, and 15 evening workshops, spanning a broad range of topics from preclinical to clinical

research across a number of drug classes. (The Program and Abstract Books can be searched and/or printed from

the Web by selecting “CPDD Program and Abstracts” from the “Meetings” dropdown menu.)
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Poster Sessions (Cont.)
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Late-Breaking News and Forums

The ever-popular, rapid-fire Late-Breaking Research News session was held on Tuesday.  It was well attended

(including by a pair of birds who flew into the room to protest, probably mistaking it for the “egg-breaking” session).

In addition, we had several other sessions on issues of interest to attendees: NIDA had 2 forums on the NIH

Roadmap, one on the Neuroscience Blueprint, with related workshops in the evening, and the other on

Opportunities for Interdisciplinary Training and Behavioral Research.  Bill Dewey led a lively discussion following

the informative session on Blending Science, Public Policy and Advocacy, and Nancy Mello chaired the Animals in

Research Forum in which Jacquie Calnan, President of Americans for Medical Progress, spoke [# 37-43].
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Art Exhibit

A new feature of our meeting introduced last year was the thought-provoking  exhibition of Addiction Art sponsored

by the Innovators Combating Substance Abuse Program at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, which

was held again this year [# 44-47].
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 Activities for Students and Young Investigators

 There were a number of scientific and social activities specifically targeted for pre- and post-doctoral students and

young investigators. On the Saturday afternoon preceding the opening reception, NIDA ran its Tutorials Workshop,

which was designed to introduce junior investigators to fundamental information from a variety of disciplines,

presented by experts in the field, in order to showcase the breadth of drug abuse and addiction research. The NIDA

Training Grant Mixer was held on Sunday evening. It was a reception to which all NIDA pre- and post-doctoral

trainees and faculty involved in training grants were invited to learn about training grant sites and to participate in a

training network forum with NIDA Program Staff.  At the What’s New at NIDA & NIH Workshop following the mixer,

NIDA staff answered questions regarding electronic submission of grants, changes in the review process, and

other relevant issues. The Pre- & Post-Doc Mixer [# 48-52] held on Monday evening was a casual get-together for

all grad students and postdocs attending the meeting. On Tuesday morning, the Early Career Investigator Awards

Breakfast was held for current and up to 3 years’ past awardees. The Grant-Writing Workshop run by NIDA every

year took place on Tuesday afternoon when most attendees had some time off to enjoy Scottsdale [# 53]. On

Tuesday evening the Job Interviews Workshop offered tips from senior scientists on how to interview for a position.
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Brunch with Champions

On Thursday during the lunch break, the Brunch with Champions [# 54-57] was held for students and young

investigators to meet and eat with prominent senior researchers and administrators in the drug abuse field,

discussing everything from science to politics to careers. The event was organized by Jennifer Tidey [# 58] and this

year’s champs were Jim Anthony [# 59],  Nancy Ator [# 60], Richard Foltin [# 61], Conan Kornetsky [# 62], Jesse Milby

[# 63], Bill Schmidt [# 64], Ian Stolerman [# 65] and Cora Lee Wetherington [# 66].
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Brunch with Champions (Cont.)
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Business Meeting

Wednesday afternoon’s Business Meeting culminated with elections for representatives to the Nominating

Committee.  Elected members representing the Fellows are Bob Balster and Alice Young; representing the Regular

Members are Richard De La Garza and John Grabowski.  [Choosing candidates for the Board is daunting task,

considering the number of highly qualified, multi-tasking members in this organization. Creative output of your multi-

talented Board at work appears below [# 67-68]. Plaques for service were given to members of the Board of

Directors who completed their term of service to the College. These were Nancy Ator [# 69], Tom Crowley [# 70],

Leslie Amass, and Horace Loh.  President-Elect Tom Kosten presented a plaque to Kathryn Cunningham for her

service as President over the past year [# 71].
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Dinner

In the evening, we held a dinner for 900 in the Pavilion tent (FYI - that’s why no posters on Thursday this year!) with a

great band, Freddie Duran Plan, who got the crowd up and dancing [# 72-92], singing [# 93-95], and rapping [# 96-

97].
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Dinner (Cont.)
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Dinner (Cont.)
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Sweepstakes Drawing

Thursday’s sessions concluded with our annual CPDD Sweepstakes Drawing.  Although we feared invasion from

the professional sweepstakes contestants attending the conference being held at the Princess following our

meeting, our drawing proceeded without any disturbance.  (We think that the professionals may have been

distracted by the sign for the oral communications session, “Sex Matters”, alongside which they were all lining up to

be photographed.)  Winners of a number of cherished prizes like a jet-lag recovery kit, disposable camera, desk

clock, and rejected sample tote bags are pictured below.  In addition, Judy Ashworth won free dues for next year,

Patrick Little won a 2-night stay at the Quebec Hilton and Helmuth Nyborg won free registration for next year’s

meeting. [# 98-109]. Congrats to all the lucky winners and thanks to the younger CPDDers who helped with the

drawing [# 110]!  Many thanks, too, to the staffs of Sailair Travel and CPDD, who contributed to the success of the

meeting [# 111].
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Sweepstakes (Cont.)
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See you next year in Quebec, June 16-21, 2007, where, despite global

warming, the temperature is guaranteed to be cooler than it was in

Scottsdale.


